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SLICK

Tha event of the year for science fiction
in Australin i« the appearance of a new
mnognzine, Science Fiction Monthly. A 98-
page digest, printed on asuperior paper, with
two-colaur Interor artwork and headings,
it steps Immediately out of the all too
famillar puip c¢lass to become one of the
best produced sclence fiction magazines ap-
pearing anywhere. The material Is of over-
sens arigin, fairly well selected. Price Ls
two shillings.

Cantents of No. ! are the following: “The
Dimenslonal Terror” by Harry Walton:
“The Ultlmate Clty" by Richard Tooker:
“Incident in Space” by Lawrence E. Larky:
“Alpotu” by John Seott Campbell; "The
Desrick ¢n Yandro™ by Manly Wade Well-
man: “Mercury Bill and the Amorous
Hunk® by Charlea A. Stearns; “Postacript”
by Eric Frank Rusaell; A a3 in Androld”
by Miltan Lesser; and “Warlds Within
Worlds™ by Raoger Dee. The cover is by
Alex Schomburg.

XNo. 2. due In October, contnlna: “The
Other Side of Zero™ by Prof. D. H. Mrnzel;
“The Spiral Intelligence™ by Frank Belknap
long: “Decath aof o Senszitive™ by Harry
Bates: “Intelligence Test” by Harry Whaltaon;
and “Flight over Mara™ by Znne Vere. Cover
by Paul.

The magazine iz published by Atlas Pub-
licatlons, 262 Queens Porode. Melbourne,

MAGAZINES
ABROAD

If reverted from monthly to bi-monthly
rchedule in the U.S A while the Britlsh edi-
tion discontinued with No. 15

The Britinh editlons of Amaszing Storica
and Fantasiic seem 0 have ceared also,
with Issues No. 8 in each case. The Britlsh
Galaxry Science Fiction increased price from
18 to 2/- with No. 26 The long over-
loaded Brltish fleld ix evidently undergoing
o shakedown. . .. Of the local-origin maga-
zines, only New Worlds, Mcience-Faniasy
and Authenfic have been appearing with
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thaugh actually printed In Sydney. No
rote for subscriptiona is quoted, hut they
are probably acceptable. We preaume that
diatributlon only covers Australasin.  Atlas
also [sxue a serigs of 2/- novels by British
pulp writers, but their magarine project I
on o0 much more ambitious level.

Titlex so far in Atlas" Science Fiction
Library nsertes: “The Echoing Waorlkds™ by
Jonathan Burke; “Werid at Bay"” by E C.
Tubb: “From What Far Siar” by Bryan
Berry. These are 1ld4-page digest-slzed
paperhacks: some less overwarked material
would help here.

complete repularity In  recent manths:
Nrebxia has not been nble to appear on time
always, though editor Hamillon i2 confident
that it will change from bi-monthily to six-
weekly after No. 13. Varyo Sraflen-- British
Sricnce Fiction Magazine has changed ita
title to Hritinh Space Ficllon Muaguazine, on
which we decline to comment.

Austrnllan writer Frank B. Bryning hos
been nelling to Fantastic Univerae lotely:
“Operation In Free Orbit" appeared there tn
Februnary, and “Actlon-Reaction” in Muarch.
More are ta follow, we believe. Bryning has
written a number of excellent atories,
stroight SE nt that, whiech have previousty
appeared only in Australlan masa-circula-
tion medin.
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BOOKS

Of all the thinga wrong with sclence fic-
tlon book publishing, the fault most in need
of correctlan is the imbecility diaployed on
the package: the childish nartwork and
worse sales talk.

The office boy who wrote the jacket hlurb
for “Valiey Beyond Time", by Vaughan
Wilklna {Janathan Cape. 12/6), says the
book Is “more charged with romance and
excitement than anything dreamed of by
the purveyors of ucience fiction.” Someane
should have broken it to him gently that
it's supposed 1o bre acience fictlon, or some-
thing approaching ft. It doesm’t get very
close, though. It's a rather tepid verslon
of n plot done better by writers like Farley,
Merritt and Stevens In pre-Gernsback daya:
n loat-race fantonsy. The theme is Saint
Brendan’s Iale, thinly rationalised with
some patter about “dimensiona™ to mnake |t
appeal belter to n eaclence fletlon-canscious
public. Then. nfter Wilkins goes o that
much troulile, sce what happens.

“Valley Beyond Time™ foils ny science fic-
tion, thaugh it's a fair borderiine novel.

Groff Conklin hna edited “Sclence Fictlan
Mutatlions™ {(Vangunard, $350), something
thnt waz Inevitable sooner or iater. Twenty-
one shoria based on hercdity nnd mutation
themen.  Stephen Arr's brilllant “Chaln of
Command”, which should be the story to end
all storiem about mutated mice, In among
the more recent selectione, and Dr. Miles 1,
Breue's “The Hungry Guinen PIg”, repre-
zents early SF. The general theme Is [airly
widely interpreted, with Nourse's “Family
Reacmhbinnce” present. Other contributorn
include Kuttner, Russell and F. L. Whaliace.

“Mission of Gravity” by Hal Clement
1t Robert Hole, 98). If you didn't read this
novel when it ron In Astounding In 1953,
run, dan't walk, to get it now. That Ia, if
you're interested In real sclence fiction, and
we do menn acienceé. If you wnnt szociology,
ntomic wnrs. clonk and dagger atuff, fan-
taxy, human relations, or anything elss hut
the genuine artlcle. just forget i1 for n while
nnd read the book anyway.

Sclence fiction ia ultimately based on, ar
If you prefer, is an expression of, n unique
gquality of mah: comprehension and mastery
af nature. The human intelligence aceks o
become the equal of §ts enviranment, and
it = this drive which leads ta the develop-
ment of actence, and of aclence fction. And
whnt Id true of man is dounbtless true of
other highly developed life-forms on other
worlds. In “Miesion or Gravity” nat only Is
the setting and action af the story scientific
in the truest sense, hut the problems rajsed
are dealt with in the same apirit. and their
aalutiona are valid as well an auitable for
narrntive purposes.

The zetting Is a world of which current
acience knows little, though that little iz of
great aignificance—#81 Cygnl €. the flrat
planct of another atar to be discovered, giv-
Ing an assuraonze that other planetary sys-
tems than ours were at least poasihle. Its
fmmense maas, which made Its discovery
possible, makes it remote indecd from our
experience, hut Clement has auccecded In
creating a vivid picture of life on its sur-
face.

The lack of datn seemns to give plenty of
latitude for the creative imagination, But
Clement has made gucsses an 1o the planet's
constituticn. orbit and general physical
state upon which basis, adhered to as abwo-
lute data, the planct i» conatructed: the size
of Uranus, but vastly heavier: eccantric
orbit ond concomitant high rate of rotn-
tion, glving a violent climate and a aurface
gravitational force ranging fram 600 nt the
pales o 3 at the equator. And piven a suit-
able chemical environment, abundant law.
temperature life. Life which harn produced
an Intelligent spoecles,

The time Is in a future of interatelia:
flight., when human =aclentists are studying
61 Cygni C from m zafe distance. only ta be
faced with the necessity of retrieving a
stranded ship frem a 600-G regian, po=sible
only with the help of the planet's natives.
A job for Barlennan, a tough. shrewd sen
caplain of the dominant epecles: fAfteen
inches long, half an inch high. His long.
hazaordous voyape is gripping reading even
if you simply tnke Clement's word for all
the detalls. But every point in the detailed
picture has [is sciontifie reazon it you look
for it, thaugh the narrative npever bogs
dovwn in explanation.

At a tlme when 50 many writers nre minl-
mising scientltic extrapolation and wpeculn-
tion, “Missjan of Grovity” polnta the way
to what science fiction can and should aim
for. Now, when Is wome British publisher
poing lo give us Clement's “Needle” and
“Iceworld”, nol to mention his short staries?

“The O1d Die Rich™” by H. L. Gold (Crown,
$3), Twelve shorts that remind us that
Gold’s cont!ibutions to science fiction hegan
not with the advent of Galary, but In the
late ‘thirties, when hia stories In Asfound-
(ng ftted Campbell’s reorganialng pollcy.
The volume Includes straight SF as in the
title atory. straight fantasy llke “Trauble
with Water™ and indefinables like “At the
Post™, Each story Ix supplemented by
working notes rhowing how and why it was
written ar it atands, and Gold's =elf-eritical
evaluation.

A really bad plece of pseudo-science fic-
tlon is “The Man with Absalute Motion" by
Silan Whnter {Rich & Cowan). A garhled
veralon of early popular misconceptions
about entropy, it hos plenty more wrong
with It besides. (Paracelsus, so help me, s
on authority?) The same publisher an-
nounces saomething called “Seream from
Outer Space” by one John Robert Haynea.

But, to even things up, Rich & Cowan
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have also produced “"Seeds of Lifte” by John
Taine. First of Tainec'a novela ta be pub-
lished in England. It is perhaps not his hes,
but ia certainly representative. TIts man-
into-supermnn theme szhould go over well
with the present vogue of mulations, as
topical to-day as when It firat appeared In
the Fnll 1931 Amazing Quurteriy. It hns
not dated otherwise, elther, hut remalns n
fine example of blological sclance fictlon.
But it's still not a2 good ag “The Time
Stream” or “Before the Dawn™, or “To-
morrow™—perhaps Taine's best work. which
hasn't yet secn hard covers.

Of the next two tlitles announced, “A
Handful of Darkness” by Philip K. Dick is
new (o thia reviewer, but sounds promising:
Dick s a competent and original modern
writer. The remaining book s o new edi-
tion of “The Demigods” by Alfred Gordon
Bennetl, firsh published In 19389 and since
tranxlated Into French and Italian: ane of
the outstanding Insect staries.

“The Chrysalida® by John Wpyndham
tMichael Jaseph, 10/8). Eventa follawing
that atomic war we're npparently atill go-
ing to have. \Wnsn't thia book puhlizshed in
the U.S.A. recently ns “Re-Birth”?

“The Mindworm” by €. M. Kornhluth
{Michnel Joseph, 12.8). Shorts by one of
modern acience fiction™s best welters, A few
Years ago critics were fond of complalning
about underemphnais on the “human elem-
ent” In 8F: they sl do, in fact, but now
many writers have followed their ndvice
and the bad exnmple of modern genernl
fletion--and nre writing stories closely con-
cerned with humnn beings and often only
viguely with the renl warld. Raymond A.
Palmer, criticialng Galnry recently. sayn:
“1 think yaur storles aren't 8K, [argely. and
some of them are Just no good. They are
studies in paychoses. Mine aren't much
good elther. bul they're just bad SF. nat
something out of a nut-houre with ivory
baleentex. . . " XNot that Pnlmer Is in a
position 1o talk nbout psychoses: ncither is
this generallsation any truer than mast
genernllsations. But Il isx certninly true
that nn nlarming number of stories In most
ef the mare literate mngazines today can
I ardly be called acience fAction, so extreme
Is thelr withdrawal Into subjectivity.

But Kornbluth knows what he's doing too
well to pet loxt. He never loxes sight of the
interaction of man nnd the extermnl world,
and rpecifically the Impnct of sclence on
human actlvitiea. The atorles in this col-
lection {(with the exception of two fantasies)
are genulne science fiction, even though
ithe prefessional critiea will probably be
aatisfied because they deal malnly with
neople.

“Angelo’s Moon™ by Alece Brown (Bodiey
Hend). On the jacket of this effort we rend:
“When a novellst of the stature of Alee
Brown . . ™ tNever heard of him. Have
you?) ¥, . . produces what might be fanshion-
nbly termed a science fletion novel. . | °

{Continued on page 41

IN GENERAL

Newspapers are  still discavering that
selence fictlon exists. Latest case i3 the
Brishane Courer-Mail, which ran a poge
twa headline feature article. "Science Fic-
ticn Fnans are saying, 'l Told You So'“ Is
the hending. The article followa the usual
lines. though for a chzage iU givea a fairly
Tepresentative brief account. The Brisbance
Sclence Fiction Group gets reparted ac-
curately and favourably, probably netting a
world recard, Date of the izsue in Septem-
ber 1at,

It Isn’t ncience fiction any longer. but
many rcaders will be Intereated to know
that the Royal Air Farce Flying Rerview
for July, 1855, features “Can Mnn Survive
In Space?” by Heinz Haber, extracts from
hin “AMan In Space™.

L!MHput. Aupuat. 1955, has “"Have we
Innded on the Moon?” by 8. L. Solon. We
quate: “\WWhen 1 began ta examine . . . the
preparations which are going on for the
accomplishment of space fight . . . | real-
ined that the ponsibility of apace flight wan
not only a future hope, bul that, In fact,
shace fight hnd been fenslble for aix Yenra
I followed up some intereating cluea, and
in this article I give the results” He thinka
it probahle that there were preliminacies
and untnanned crash-landing flights from
1949 to 1932, and & manned Moon landing
In 1933 which, however, came to grief.
Interesting speculation.

“Invaslon of the Pinnet of Love” by G. P.
Elliatt., a mildly satirleal short SF rlory,
nppesrn in A recont lraue of Stand (pub-
lished quarterly at 5/'- n vear by Jon Sliken,
10 lee ¥ark, Blackhenth, S E.3). London.
Nn date or humber on the issue—it has o
light blue caver by Hermnn.

“The Big Puff” by Thomas Whiteside (Con-
stable, 10/6), a popular hook on madern
American advertlsing, has a chapter, “No
Lobster Men from Neptune”, ahout the tele-
vision programme Tom Corbett, Space
Cudel Whiteside interviewed the team
who write nnd produce the show, nnd saw
nome action. Willy Ley Is an active back-
roamer ns the programme’s technlical nd-
viser: It is well thaught out. avaids harror.
viclence, monsters and erudities Renerally.
and trieg ta show a future that might he
contrasting pretty favoaurahly with other
broadcant pseudo-science fiction. Incldent-
ally, a series of Tem Corbett books for
youngaters in written hy Carey Rockwell,
published by Publicity Products 1Venture
Library), London.
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ON THE SCRELEEN

Greorge Pal's next science fction Alm will
be tltled, Atlantis. David Duncan, author of
Durk Dominion, will do the script for It.

Artlat Paul Blalsdell han deslgned =
monater to appear In TAe Doy the World
Ended: now It develops that he will be the
monsater —ihat ls, he w(ll act the part in &
monster-disguise of hls own design. (Sounds
like poetic |ustice.) The picture will be
handled by the American Releasing Cor-
paration, whose president, James H Nichel-
s0n, was an aclive sclentifictiontst in 1820,

S8ome of the publicity for This faland
Earth fentures the line “Based on the book
that thrilled milllona'!" Author Raymoand
F. Jones no doubt wishes it were even 1 per
cent, true. But it may be Indicative of o
little more recognition for sacienca fiction
2o far it has been more usunl for Alm adver-
tining matter to play down the original
works.

Charles Beamont =spoke for all when
In criticising what Hollywood in doing to
science fietion he wrote recently: “The cor-
rection of o single mistake-—-Haollywood's
mnd insistence upon hiring writers who
know nothing about SF, and care for it
less, to writa SF—-might do wondera toward
hringing about a renaisannce.” It may be
A step in the right direction that Frank
Quuttrocchi, a science fActlon writer with a
round knowledge of the fleld ond plenty of
enthusinsm for it, hax been commissioned

BOOKS (CONTDD

1SInce the publizhers have pone to the
trouble of prominently labelling it as a
sitlence fictlon novel. the blurb writer is on
pretty safe ground Or s he? The way he
puts it Introducea a douht, and scepticlsm
Ia something thia book iz [l fitted ta with-
atand.} | the reader ¢can be certain of
something unusual, something with sub-
stance, involving real emotions and real In-
tentions. His warmest admirera would not
dnre to prophesy beyond that for with the
fields of imaglination open to the zejence fic-
tlon writer, n novelist of his abllity and
range has limitleas oppartunities of expres-
slen.”

After all that bulld-up, the book Is nhout
as bad as yau might expect. True, a novel-
lst with nbllity and range does have limit-
lesx oppartunities of expreasion in aclence
fiction: hut Brown doesn't secm to qualify.
It rends ns if he i3 tryving to imHiate run-
of the-mlll magazine SF af abanl 1930, with-
out even u 1930 backpzround.

“Shadows in the Sun” by Chad Qllver,
reviewed here July, has now been published
in England by Reinhnrdt.

In “The Fourth Programme™ by W. S

to write a script, already accepted for im-
mediate fllming. It's nome kind of a muta-
tlon plot (we're prohahly due for & run of
these now), and Paul Blalsdell’s name is
mentioned for the effects. It may be calour
ond wide screen.

Alfred Beater has adapted his own "The
Demolinhed Mon" (now there's n case where
o writer without the background, cauldn’'t
begin to do the job'), but no details are aut
yet as to itx production.

“The Adaptive Ultimate”, by Stanley G.
Weinbaum hns been aequlred for TV film-
ing by Sclence Fiction Thealre. Oid timera
might not have chasen that one, but will
agree that there nre excellent film pa=aibil-
Ities in Welnbaum's works. "The Warlds of
I, “The Paint of View", nnd the interplane
taries like “Tidal Moon", would be good
material for padget fOlms, and future-ad-
venture ones: while “The Black Flame"
could be a wonderful cast-of-thousands
spectacle.

M.G.M. 2t doing an epic with Jupliter the
acenc--complete with a Walt Disney de-
signed beanatie. Rubotsa, too.

We're In for space stations on the acreen
now oy well as in every other medium. 20th
Century-Fox have started work on On the
Threshold of Space. BSpace Station US.A.,
Space Istand, The Thirteenth Moom and
others had been under discussion before
Preaident Eixenhower recently popularised
the MOUSE Project. and since then
eighteen titles hnve been regiatered—while
ny dellnlte projects, J. L. Castle’s novel,
“Satellite E One” is likely, and "“Visual
Transcription” intends edillng together sev-
eral TV picturea to make “Satellite™

—SPENCER STRONG

Adamus (Lawrence & Wlishart, 5°-), the
BEB.C's listencrs find thomaelves llstening
ta o broadcast that begins: “I, the Lord
God, am spenrking. . . ." It turns out to be
a hoax, of course, but the events that fol-
lew veer perilously close to soclological
sclence fActlon. Intereating.

“Untouched by Human Hands" ia a collec-
tion of rhorts hy Naobert Sheckley. The title
story appeared as “One Man's Polson™;
othera Include “Warm™, “The Impacted
Man* and “Cost of Living"”. If anything
Mustrates how far modern sclence fictlon
hos developed from ita infancy. thia s it
But in n natlce in The Rookscller there
actually appears this gem of profound
thought: "m wvmiled collection of stories In
the Wrells Traditlon™. Nobody who had
the falntest Inkling of what the Wells
Tradition s, or, indeed. had ever read
anything Wells wrote, could say any-
thing of the =ort, And even if It were true.
it would tell the modern reader precisely
nothing, =0 much has poor old Wells been
abused in this way by lazy and Ignorant
reviewers. The boys have cried "Wells”
far too aoften.

Frinted by Shipping Mewupsifen Ltd.. 16 Doad Street, Syd=ey
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